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actually proposed by Sir George Buchanan after the
November Revolution. For practical purposes Russia was
already out of the war, and the July offensive, when
launched, added nothing to the success of Allied arms
but merely opened the way for a substantial German
advance. Peace with Germany at this moment and the
convoking of the Constituent Assembly would have removed
one of the highest trumps from Lenin's hand, and would
have done much to restore the confidence of the people in
the Provisional Government. As it was, the Provisional
Government treated the world to a performance of political
suicide.

The new offensive was bitterly opposed by the
Bolsheviks, and Kerensky, in his attempt to reorganize
the army, had to contend with their well-organized pro-
paganda along the whole front. He put forth the whole
of his turgid eloquence. He wept in his exhortations,
pled with the troops to fight for the defence of de-
mocracy, and begged for their confidence. It was during
this campaign for reorganization that Kerensky and Lenin
met for the only time in their political careers. Before the
first All-Russian Congress of Soviets they spoke from the
same platform and Kerensky taunted his opponent with
favouring a separate peace. Lenin indignantly denied the
accusation. "It is a lie", he cried.'" Down with a separate
peace ! We Russian revolutionaries will never stand for it.
To us separate peace means entering into an agreement
with the German robbers, who are quite as predatory
as the others. But an agreement with Russian capital in
the Russian Provisional Government is also a separate
peace."1 For Lenin the only cessation of hostilities was

1 Lenin, Collected Works, xx. Book 2, pp. 210-211. According to
German military sources, the Provisional Government, to hide its
military weakness and divert attention from its preparation for an
attack, initiated a " peace offensive " in the spring and early summer
of 1917. Conversations took place in Stockholm between Erzberger and
Russian agents which Erzberger at least took very seriously, for on